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Introductions
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Executive Director of 
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Ashton Oliver

Director of Early Childhood, Jandrucko 
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ISD
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Agenda

▪ Your Experience with Pre-K

▪ WHY?

▪ Early Childhood (we divide this section up)

▪ Research

▪ Science of Teaching Reading

▪ Conceptual Packaging

▪ Early Childhood – Huckabee Journey

▪ Early Childhood – Mansfield ISD 2.0

▪ Early Childhood – School District Pickens County

▪ Questions / Comments



Typical Pre-K Classroom
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30,000,000
Source:  University of Kansas researchers Betty Hart and Todd Risley, 1995.

Why Pre-Kindergarten?

Why Experience-Based Pre-K? – The Research



Same Research

Source:  University of Kansas researchers Betty Hart and Todd Risley, 1995.

Ratio - Encouragement to 
Discouragement
 Professionals    6:1
 Working-Class   2:1
 Families on Welfare  1:2

Why Experience-Based Pre-K? – The Research



The Baseball Study

Recht & Leslie (1988)
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The Baseball Study

According to the Researchers 
– the difference between the 
two high knowledge groups is 
statistically insignificant

Recht & Leslie (1988)





Prekindergarten:

▪ Background Knowledge

▪ Life Experiences

▪ Cognitive Skills

▪ Motivation

Early Learning



Conceptual Packaging



PK INSTRUCTIONAL 
TIME

Learning Centers

Small-Group Math & Literacy Instruction

Music, Movement, Mindfulness

Read-Aloud

Community Building & Teacher Modeling

Conceptual Packaging

Child begins to RECOGNIZE 
AND CREATE PATTERNS



16 Experiences



Conceptual Packaging

PK INSTRUCTIONAL TIME

Learning Centers

Small-Group Math & Literacy 

Instruction

Music, Movement, Mindfulness

Read-Aloud

Community Building & Teacher Modeling



Curriculum
Learning Through a Themed Lens



12 Experiences
4 Rooms Per Site - Experience Changes Every 12 Weeks

Farmer's Market Greenhouse & GardensPet Central



Curriculum
Learning Through a Themed Lens



Early Childhood Instructional / Design Approaches



Early Childhood Instructional / Design Approaches



Apple Activity



Bringing Learning to Life



Experiential Design Innovation



Experiential Design Innovation





4 SCHOOLS
4 PRINCIPALS
16 TEACHERS

ONE SYSTEM
ENSURING THE

EXPERIENCE



LEARNING EXPERIENCES

School 
District



LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Rich learning experiences occur at the nexus of great 
environments and a compelling curriculum

Source: Learning by Design, Nair & Doctori with Elmore, 2020, pg. 15.

School 
District



Getting Started

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING TIME & SUPPORT COLLABORATION



Experiential Learning

Every space that the child 

encounters supports curriculum, 

experience and their social / 

emotional wellbeing

BE INTENTIONAL!



Contact Information

Holly Teague
Holly.teague@huckabee-inc.com

Traci Boyles

traciboyles@pickens.k12.sc.us

Ashton Oliver

ashtonoliver@misdmail.org
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