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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Analyze strategies for translating the values 
and legacy of a school’s namesake into 
architectural and experiential design elements 
in the learning environment, including material 
selection, spatial organization, and 
storytelling.

Apply replicable engagement methods that 
incorporate student voice into the design 
process, such as structured student advisory 
groups, design workshops, and collaborative 
decision-making with project teams.

Evaluate how student participation can 
influence measurable design outcomes, 
including exterior materials, interior 
environments, and experiential graphics that 
reinforce school identity and belonging.

Develop approaches for aligning school 
design with learning and community identity, 
using participatory processes that empower 
students to contribute meaningfully to the 
cultural narrative of their school.
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The Namesake



HISTORY OF IDA B. WELLS 





Project Overview and 
Guiding Principles



PROJECT OVERVIEW

Ida B. Wells-Barnett High School
Portland Public Schools
Portland, Oregon

Site Size
36 acres

Project Size
295,000 gsf

Anticipated Completion
2029 building
2030 site



EXISTING SITE 

EXISTING SCHOOL

NEW SCHOOL SITE





LEADERSHIP CLASS WORKSHOP

I think Ida B. Wells will be reflected in the 
new school by making it a place that 
gives everyone space to be 
themselves.”

“

The design could incorporate 
community spaces that encourage 
interaction between people.”
“

How can the attributes and values of Ida B. Wells 
be reflected in the new school?

http://themselves.be


Students created collages reflecting their vision for how Ida B. Wells’ legacy can inform the school design

LEADERSHIP CLASS WORKSHOP



PROJECT GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Illuminating
The design creates areas of 
transparency and visibility. 

Expansive
The design celebrates the 
exchange of knowledge and 
resources.

 

Multifaceted
The design honors the 
whole person—recognizing 
that education takes place 
both within and outside of a 
traditional classroom.

 

Visionary
The design emphasizes 
connections, pathways, and 
an optimistic vision for the 
future.

 

Centering
he design considers all 
experiences— creating 
spaces that center and 
empower the marginalized.

 



Student Voices and 
Design



LISTENING SESSIONS

● Immigrant and Refugee Youth
● Muslim Student Association
● Students of Somali Families
● Asian Desi Pacific Islander Student Union
● Black Student Union
● Special Education Students
● Students with Health Needs
● Students with a Trauma History
● Gender and Sexual Alliance

Drop-ins 
An engagement activity where students and staff 
provide input on a particular topic or design theme 
through open walk-in times, typically throughout the 
school day 

Focus Groups
A method of engagement to gather feedback through 
small group facilitated discussions to identify 
solutions and gather student input on specific topics

During the design process, the design 
team met with a variety of student 
groups, with the goal of getting input 
from underrepresented and systemically 
marginalized communities. 



LISTENING SESSIONS | Muslim Student Association

How would you use the Multicultural 
Center? Draw what you imagine!



STUDENT SURVEYS  |  Exterior Look & Feel 

THIS, NOT THAT!

Place a GREEN dot on any image that
Feels right for this location,
Represents Ida B. Wells High School,
Feels like an exciting place to go to school

Place a RED dot on any image that
Does not feel right for this location,
Does not represent Ida B. Wells High School,
Does not feel like an exciting place to got to school



STUDENT SURVEYS   |  Welcoming Space

Review the images. 
Rank how you feel about them. 
Share a little about each ranking.



STUDENT SURVEYS   |  Exterior Brick Color

“I like the color gradient”

“The variation makes it look interesting”

“It looks nice, sleek, and textured”



DESIGN CLUB



DESIGN CLUB | Restroom Grading & Discussion



DESIGN CLUB | Restroom Grading & Discussion



DESIGN CLUB | Interior Materials



DESIGN CLUB | Interior Materials



DESIGN CLUB | Graphics & Display Survey



DESIGN CLUB | Graphics & Display Survey



DESIGN CLUB | Art Piece for the New School



Shaping the Design



PROJECT GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Illuminating
The design creates areas of 
transparency and visibility. 

Expansive
The design celebrates the 
exchange of knowledge and 
resources.

 

Multifaceted
The design honors the 
whole person—recognizing 
that education takes place 
both within and outside of a 
traditional classroom.

 

Visionary
The design emphasizes 
connections, pathways, and 
an optimistic vision for the 
future.

 

Centering
he design considers all 
experiences— creating 
spaces that center and 
empower the marginalized.

 



Illuminating
Inspired by Ida B. Wells’ focus on 
investigative journalism, the 
design creates areas of 
transparency and visibility. 

Place:
Beacon
Transparency
Visibility
Simplicity
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building parti diagram

ILLUMINATING SIMPLICITY, VISIBILITY, TRANSPARENCY



building parti diagram

ILLUMINATING SIMPLICITY, VISIBILITY, TRANSPARENCY

CENTRAL 
HEART 
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ATHLETICS PERFORM-
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LIBRARY/ ADMIN 
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ADMIN / 
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LOWER COMMONS COURTYARDLOBBY UPPER COMMONSENTRY PLAZA

ILLUMINATING SIMPLICITY, VISIBILITY, TRANSPARENCY





Expansive
Inspired by Ida B. Wells’ use of 
multiple avenues to spread 
information and expand opportunity, 
the design celebrates the exchange 
of knowledge and resources.
 Place
Storytelling
Exchange of information
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EXPANSIVE | Storytelling

KEY:

Performing Arts 

Athletics 

Admin & Partners

Academics

Building support 

Level 1 Floor Plan
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EXPANSIVE | Storytelling
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EXPANSIVE | Storytelling
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EXPANSIVE | Storytelling
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KEY:

Performing Arts 

Athletics 

Admin & Partners

Academics

Building support 

EXPANSIVE | Exchange of Information

Level 1 Floor Plan
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Multifaceted
Inspired by Ida B. Wells’ multifaceted 
nature, the design honors the whole 
person—recognizing that education 
takes place both within and outside of 
a traditional classroom environment.

 
Place
Flexibility and variety
Formal and informal learning spaces
Spaces to gather and experience connection
Healthy materials and air quality
Connections to nature
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MULTIFACETED | Healthy Materials, Connections to Nature
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MULTIFACETED | Healthy Materials, Connections to Nature

Level 0 Floor Plan

KEY:

Performing Arts 

Athletics 

Admin & Partners

Academics

Building support 
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KEY:

Performing Arts 

Athletics 

Admin & Partners

Academics

Building support 

MULTIFACETED | Informal Learning Spaces

Level 2 Floor Plan
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Visionary
Inspired by Ida B. Wells’ ability to 
create strategic partnerships and 
alliances, the design emphasizes 
connections, pathways, and an 
optimistic vision for the future.

 

Place
Supports traditional and nontraditional pathways
Values the in-between spaces
Creates and values unique partnerships
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VISIONARY | Non-traditional Pathways



Centering
Inspired by Ida B. Wells’ advocacy, the 
design considers all experiences— 
creating spaces that center and 
empower the marginalized.

 

Place
Universal and inclusive design
Beautiful and functional spaces for all types of students
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CENTERING

Level 0 Floor Plan

KEY:

Performing Arts 

Athletics 

Admin & Partners

Academics

Building support 
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MULTIFACETED | Healthy Materials, Connections to Nature
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CENTERING
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CENTERING





Thank you


